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one place, it does not have the effect of spreading uncleanness as does 
a Tent.]” 


R. Eleazar b. Azariah, for it has been taught: 


There is the case of R. Eleazar b. Azariah and R. Aqiba on a ship. R. 
Aqiba built a sukkah on the bow of the ship, and the wind came and 
blew it off. Said to him R. Eleazar b. Azariah, “Aqiba, now where is 
your sukkah?” [Eleazar maintained that it was not an appropriate place 
for a sukkah, because the boat was moving and not at rest. Thus all 
three take the same view of a moving beast or vehicle. It is subject to a 
different set of laws from what is at rest. ] 


[At issue is M. Er. 3:3A-C:] [If] one put it into a tree — [If] it is 
above ten handbreadths, his erub is not a valid erub. [If he put it] 
below ten handbreadths, his erub is a valid erub. [The erub must lie 
within the control of the person for whom it establishes a Sabbath 
residence. It also must lie in public domain, so that the person relying 
upon the erub has access to it (at least in theory). The problem of A-C, 
therefore, is simple. The area of the tree above ten handbreadths is 
private domain, that below is neutral domain (karmelit), neither private 
nor public. If the erub is above ten handbreadths, in the foliage of the 
tree, then, when sun sets and the erub acquires a place for the man, the 
man himself has not got access to the erub, which is not in public 
domain but in private property. So he could not at that moment climb 
up the tree and get at the token meal. The man must be able to get at 
the erub and eat it. He cannot do so — so it is no erub.] Lo, this is a 
valid erub [M. Er. 3:3C] but it is forbidden to carry it about [since 
he may not climb the tree to get at it]. If it was located three 
handbreadths from the Found, it is permitted [to carry it about] 
[T. Er. 2:13]. 


Now here is the question: 


If the erub is valid, it should be permitted to carry it about, and if it is 
not permitted to carry it about, then it should not be a valid erub. 


[The prohibition against climbing a tree to get at the erub is merely by 
reason of the general laws on Sabbath rest, which include the one 
against making use of the tree on that day.] Indeed, it would be 
appropriate for him to violate the restrictions governing Sabbath rest 
[and to utilize the tree by climbing it, and so to] eat the erub. 


If that is the case, then even if the erub is higher than ten handbreadths, 
it should be valid in all regards. 


